NATIONALISM,   1914-1920
benefits flowing directly to their districts in proportion to the
taxation. The receipts for the great tribal Divisions of Muntafiq.
Diwamya and Shamiya in 1920 were estimated at Rs.55,333100
or nearly one-quarter of the total local revenue of the fourteen
divisions,1 The purely divisional expenditures in the three
divisions were Rs. 19,295440 or i8'8 per cent of the total
divisional expenditure.2
Another grievance dominated tribal feeling. The tribal
policy adopted by the British authorities in 1915-16 for restoring
the power of the shaikhs, largely for military reasons, had been
extremely valuable but ii had been carried beyond its original
and logical conclusions. It had carried with it the necessity of
supporting the paramount shaikh in all but the most flagrant
uses of his power. Events had proved, however, that these
shaikhs had abused their authority, using it for their personal
aggrandizement. The other shaikhs and tribesmen, sullen and
resentful of the growing autocracy of the Government shaikhs,
found in Nationalism a promise of release both from the shaikhs
and from the Government which supported them.3 It is a fact
that in the Insurrection of 1920 the enmity of the insurgent
shaikhs and tribesmen in many centres was directed less against
the British, in spite of Shi'a incitement, than at the paramount
Government shaikhs4 who, in many cases, were forced into the
towns from which they dared not stir. In this atmosphere the
exhortations of the religious firebrands to rise, slay and loot
produced results far greater than the intrinsic merit of their
Nationalist propaganda would justify.
Nevertheless, in spite of the undeniable power of fanatical
religion among the turbulent tribesmen and in spite of the
tribal grievances and hatreds which both Shica and Sharifian
1 Budget Estimates, 1920-1921, p. iv.
J Ibid., p. v.
3 Review C. Admin., 1914-1920, p. 143.   But cf. Admin. Report, Muntafiq,
1921, pp. 2-3.
4  Ibid., p. 9 (7#); Shelswell, G. H., A.P.O. Sampa. Official Repon on the
Causes of the Tribal Disturbances in the Samdzvah District, August 9th, 1920.
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